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In Search of Truth, Not Tradition

EVOLVING THEORIES ON THEOPHILUS NORWOOD OF DARLINGTON, S8C
As research has continued, theories about the ancestry of
Theophilus Norwood of Darlington, SC have evolved. A group
of Norwood researchers in the 1950’s and 1960’s produced a
large body of knowledge about the Norwoods who immigrated to
the American colonies from England.

By 1969, Margaret Dial Norwood wrote her "Theophilus Theory"
which was mentioned in the book titled Capt. John Norwood and
Mary Warren Norwood published in 1979 by co-authors, Margaret
Dial Norwood and Charles S. Norwood. They believed that
Theophilus Norwood of Darlington, SC was one and the same as
Theophilus Norwood (Circa 1700-1780) of Carteret, NC. They
believed that he married first, Elizabeth Johnson, and second,
Margaret Dawson. This Theophilus was believed to be the son
of Edward Norwood (1662), who was the son of William Norwood
(1616-1702), "the emigrant" of Surry County, VA. The latter
was believed to be the grandson of William Norwood (1545-1623)
and Elizabeth Lygon of Leckhampton Court, Cheltenham, G1l-
oucestershire, England. From there, they can be traced to
King Harold II of the Battle of Hastings in 1066.

Mrs. Eleanor D. McSwain, eminent genealogist, does not agree

—

with the above. She opines, without proof, that Theophilus
Norwood of Darlington comes from Captain John Norwood (1603~
1672) of Maryland. To my Xknowledge, the name Theophilus
Norwood, has never been found in Maryland. In early 1993,

Mrs. McSwain published her book, The denorthwode, Norwood
Family of Farly England and Early Southeast United States.

Her book does not specifically identify the ancestry of

'Theophllus Norwood of Darllngton, SC

With the benefit of additional research, I wrote a Thesis in
1994 which held that Theophilus? Norwood Jr. (Circa 1725-1791)
married first, Margaret Dawson and second, Eliza St. George
and that he was a gon of Theophilus! Norwood of Carteret, NC,

who had only one w1fe, Elizabeth Johnson. According to my
thesis, Theophilus! Norwood of Carteret, NC was the son of
Edward Norwood (By 1656-1707) and thence to Leckhampton Court
in England, as above. For ease of discussion, I will hence-
forth refer to that Thesis as The English Connection.
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Now, with the benefit of still more information, comes this
Volume 7 of "Norwood", The Irish Connection.

1994 THESIS (THE SOUTH CAROLINA NORWOOD TRADITION: VOLUME 6)
On 3 July 1994, by means of Roundabout 440, I distributed 55
copies of a six-volume compilation of Norwood genealogy. The
sixth volume of that compilation, I called The South Carolina

Norwood Tradition: A Thesis on Edward Norwood (By 1656-After
1707) ; Theophilus I Norwood (Ca 1700-1781); and Theophilus II

Norwood (1725-1791).

My 1994 Thesis, The English Connection, was mainly predicated
on the findings of Norwood researchers of the 1950’s and
1960’s, plus a 1792 deed found by Horace Rudisill, of the
Darlington County, South Carolina, Historical Commission. Mr.
Rudisill furnished a copy of that deed to Billie Lipscomb; she
furnished a copy to Harold Purvis; he sent me a copy; and a
copy appears in Mrs. McSwain’s book. The deed pertains to the
1792 sale of land then owned by Theophilus? Norwood Jr.
(deceased) of Swift Creek in Darlington, SC. The sale was
being made by John, Samuel and Zachariah Norwood, heirs of
Theophilus? Norwood Jr., and Andrew Dubose, executor of the
said Theophilus? Norwood Jr.’s will. The land was originally
purchased in 1760 by a Theophilus Norwood; the purchaser in
1760 may or may not have been one and the same as the Theophi-
lus? Norwood Jr. whose land was being sold in 1792. Strange
as it may be, this deed is in private possession, the recorded
copy having been destroyed when the Courthouse burned in 1806.

Further, I had the advantage of some land transactions found
by two professional genealogists (Ge Lee Corley Hendrix and
Helen F. M. Leary) who did some work for us in 1991 and 1992.
In particular, one of these land transactions (referenced
above) was a purchase of land in 1760 on Swift Creek in
Darlington County, SC by a Theophilus Norwood; and another was
a deed dated 25 March 1752 in Anson County, NC and witnessed
~in Rowan County by Theop" Norwood and Theophilus Norwood™
after mid-1753. I found other land transactions in Darling-
ton, SC involving Theophilus? Norwood Jr. (Circa 1725-1791),
of Darlington, SC, in the period soon after the close of the
Revolutionary War.

These additional data convinced me there were a Theophilus!
Norwood Sr. of Carteret, NC and a Theophilus? Norwood Jr. of
Darlington, SC (father and son). The additional data are the
reason why my "English Connection" differs from Margaret Dial
Norwood’s "Theophilus Theory" and her book Capt. John Norwood
and Mary Warren Norwood.
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I did not contend that my Thesis was "proof" of the heritage
of Theophilus? Norwood Jr. (Circa 1725-1791) of Darlington,
SC. I did contend, and still do, that it "is plausibly true
and that it is supported by considerable persuasive and
compelling documentary and circumstantial evidence"., In
short, my Thesis (The English Connection) was based on
logically valid conclusions based on circumstantial, archival,
or published evidence, as such were then known to me.

""NEW EVIDENCE"

Since 1994 I have come into possession of "new" evidence which
was not then known to me and was not known to the Norwood
researchers of the 1950’s and 1960’s. The new evidence was
found by Dr. Robert Holland in the IGI index of the British
Isles. That body of records is authenticated by the Mormon
Church according to standards of proof consistent with the
Church’s religious purposes.

Dr. Holland furnished an extract of the IGI records to Helen
Luckett, who recently sent a copy to me. This new evidence
opens up a plausible alternative heritage for Theophilus?
Norwood Jr. (Circa 1725-1791) of Swift Creek in Darlington,
SC. That is what this Volume 7 (The Irish Connection) is al
about. :

One may wonder why it has taken so long to find this "new"
evidence which has resided in the IGI index since 1874. The
answer is quite simple. Norwood researchers in the 1950’s and
1960’s, and since then, have been so receptive to the idea of
an English ancestry 1linked to Leckhampton Court and King
Harold II via William Norwood (1548-1632), of Surry County,
VA, that they simply accepted what was generally popular at
the time. They did not search the. IGI records for alternative
origins. They preferred to rely on the widely accepted
tradition of a linkage to English royalty than to search for
less prestigious origins.

The new evidence is that a Theophilus Norewood ([sic] was
christened on 25 February, 1698, in Clones, County Monaghan,
Ireland'. That was about the time that Theophilus Norwood of
Carteret, NC was born (Circa 1700). I believe they were two

‘The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
International Genealogical Index (IGI). Family History
Department, Salt Lake City. Utah. These records have been
authenticated by standards of proof used by the Church for
religious purposes. Information in the IGI Index is extracted
from Church records.






























































































































